12                                NELSON
the Navy           a body of commissioners working
the Admiralty          responsible for the
wlic-le administrative work of the Navy.
After six              of dull convoy work Nelson
his                      for Lieutenant, though
lie should have waited till the age of
Next  day  he  was  appointed  to  the
" a         frigate/1 commanded by Cap-
William Locker3 an able protege of Lord
Hawkes.   The ship         ordered to the West
on             of the outbreak of the American
War of                       but as yet there was little
fighting and the work consisted mainly of chasing
American privateers.     Nelson was
the                 of the Lawestoffs tender, a
very                  himself an expert
for the                 of Hispaniola.
la July,  1778, the Commander-In-CMef, Sir
Nelson into Ms               as
TMrd Lieutenant, a delicate attention to the
Comptroller ;          nature, in the shape of the
climate, soon brought him to the
of First Lieutenant,, " by succession,"   In
Nelson Commander of
the                               Mm to chivvy privateers
on the         of Honduras*   On nth June, 1779,
Ms         powers to promote Nelson
to be                      of the                       fiigate
he was  not  yet
Nelson had shown him-
self to          the               of an excellent officer,
but                                  unparalleled, except in
die         of                               considexable in-
in  the  public  service,
the                 century, depended lai^dy